Manitoba Nature Summit

Conquer the Cold

Finding ana
Making Tracks

Solving Nature’s Crossword
Puzzles and Restoring the Spirit




O W L S Conserving Owls Through Education and Research

Dr. James Duncan
Box 253, Balmoral, Manitoba ROC OHO

204-404-7063

jduncan@discoverowls.ca

https://discoverowls.ca/

https://www.facebook.com/discoverowls.ca
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~acebook group
Manitoba Birding

e Started in 2014
* 1,329 members by March 12 of 2020
* 5,600 members by March 13 of 2021

Photo: Russell Watts and his bird feeder he built December 2020
for the Balmoral Christmas Bird Count
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KEY TO TRACKS

e | BYTHE '» s i . w R%:gﬁ?ir(nl?)'s‘, s. Can., Mex., p. 37
THE PETERSON FIELD GUIDE SERIES

A FIELD GUIDE TO | el \ : \V Muskrat (U58; Caxt) Algsia) p. 175

: ; % in _!I/. M. Norway Rat (U.S., Mex.) p. 193
r Opossum (eastern half U.S,, Cal, p- 11
2% in. Mex., Cen. Am.)
= 2% in. 1# ‘wf Marmot (w. and ne. U.S., Can., Alaska) p. 127
e Armadillo (Texas, Mex., Cen. Am.)  p. 12
2% in. &
= .

h
| oo Paca (Cen. Am.) p- 191
OLAUS J.MURIE e e
¢ & Y ; Agouti (s. Mex., Cen. Am.) p. 189
1% in. w
] , Dog (all over) p- 86
. Domestic Cat (all over) p- 109
1% in. 1 @
¢ @, Mink (US, Can, Alaska) ke
1‘/0 in .
[
69
98 4 River Otter (U.S. Can.) P
2% in. | ® .
































































Weasel, fox and mice and vole tracks along
the creek bed.
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East Shoal Lake Adventure
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The Hamlin’s
80Ilb dog track
(left) beside
(likely) wolf
track.

My thumb is

3” long
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https://youtu.be/iBB0OLOkvIU




Virtual Tracks and Scats Presentation

Date: February 21, 2021
Time: 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

e Learn how to recognize animal tracks and scats in
the snow

Online pre-registration required
Members $5, non-members $10

https://www.oakhammockmarsh.ca/events/virtual-
tracks-and-scats-presentation/



https://www.oakhammockmarsh.ca/events/virtual-tracks-and-scats-presentation/

Additional Resources

* Nature Tracking: Has guides (mammals, birds, etc.) to browse of animal
tracks, scats and other signs.

* http://www.naturetracking.com/

* Field Guides (books)

e Mammal Tracks and Signh of North America 2nd Edition by Mark Elbroch with
contributions from Casey McFarland

e Bird Tracks and Sign

* iTrack Wildlife — Animal Tracks App

* has over 800 track photographs, 138 track drawings, 120 skull photos, and powerful
search tools.


http://www.naturetracking.com/
http://www.naturetracking.com/mammal-tracks-and-sign/
http://www.naturetracking.com/bird-tracks-and-sign

Nature Tracking Websites

natur e’ ' >R E ) )
M e | * Has guides (mammals, birds,

# Home Q Track Guides © Resources v 0 iTrack Wildlife @ About & News - SEARCH |

e etc.) to browse of animal
tracks, scats and other signs.

* http://www.naturetracking

.com/

Online Tools for Identifying to Animal Tracks, Scats, and Other Sign: ‘

Mammal Tracks Bird Tracks Herp Tracks Invert Tracks

|
Animals are all around us, but they are stealthy, shy, and seldom seen. To a trained tracker however, there are signs of }
life everywhere. Becoming an expert animal tracker takes years of dedicated practice. However, with a little effort and }
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http://www.naturetracking.com/

Field Guides (books)

Mammal Tracks & Sign  Mammal Tracks and Sign of
A Guide to North American Species North America
SECOND EDITION fzﬁffn"ﬁﬁm’;(“'wmmd x Nk A ey .
 —— Bird Tracks & Sign * 2nd Edition by Mark Elbroch
A A Guide to North American Species with contributions from
Mark Elbroch with Eleanor Marks
Casey McFarland

* Bird Tracks and Sign
* by Mark Elbroch




iTrack Wildlife — Animal Tracks App

Carrier ¥ 1:26 PM = Carrier 1:28 PM -

(Back  Muskat  [A]V) * Has over 800 track

A — _ photographs, 138 track
oy o S drawings, 120 skull photos,

v S i and powerful search tools.

' 4%, American Hog-nosed Skunk . ,{i"‘f‘b
M, " : 3

2 ) Conepatus leuconotus : Wi
.‘o"°,~ e, American Marten ' y,
o W Atrise avesr A muskrat right front (on left) and right hind track.

The toes of muskrat Ihdfoo;tarohdwlhk
. . coarse hairs that assist with swimming, Look for
28 58 Amicen Mink the outline around each toe created by these
“ - e A Neovison vison hairs. This helps differentiate muskrat tracks

: from those of baby nutria.




Facebook

-~y

g 2 F




Some last thoughts ...

... expect the unexpected and ...




Be careful out there!




